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Mission Statement 
Providing efficient services with 
innovation and accountability 

Vision Statement 
Setting the standard for providing 

superior and efficient county 
government services through 
leadership, accountability and 
innovation to a growing and 

diverse society. 
 

Leadership.  Efficiency.  Accountability.  
Innovation.  Integrity. 

 
 

NOTICE REGARDING NICOLLET COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
MEETING AND DRAINAGE AUTHORITY MEETING  

November 24, 2020 
9:00 A.M. 

NICOLLET COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER BOARD ROOM 
501 SOUTH MINNESOTA AVENUE 

ST. PETER, MN 
 

Due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic and resulting state and federal 
emergency declarations and guidance about limiting unnecessary person-to-person 
contact, the November 24, 2020 Nicollet County Board meeting and Drainage Authority 
meeting will be conducted under Minnesota Statute 13D.021 – Meetings by Telephone 
or Other Electronic Means.  County Board and Drainage Authority members will 
participate by telephone or other electronic means. 
 
How members of the public can participate in the meeting: 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83315363662?pwd=OHdhMGM2amxoMkZUcUovaW9hTW1
4QT09 
Meeting ID: 833 1536 3662 
Passcode: 973527 
One tap mobile 
+19292056099,,83315363662#,,,,,,0#,,973527# US 
+13017158592,,83315363662#,,,,,,0#,,973527# US  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meetings can also be viewed live at www.co.nicollet.mn.us/642/County-Board-
Meeting-Videos.  A copy of the meeting agenda and packet is available at  
www.co.nicollet.mn.us/AgendaCenter/Board-of-Commissioners-3.   
 
Questions or comments regarding agenda items and viewing or listening to the meeting 
can be directed to Ryan Krosch, Nicollet County Administrator, at 507-934-7204 or 
rkrosch@co.nicollet.mn.us. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83315363662?pwd=OHdhMGM2amxoMkZUcUovaW9hTW14QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83315363662?pwd=OHdhMGM2amxoMkZUcUovaW9hTW14QT09
http://www.co.nicollet.mn.us/642/County-Board-Meeting-Videos
http://www.co.nicollet.mn.us/642/County-Board-Meeting-Videos
http://www.co.nicollet.mn.us/AgendaCenter/Board-of-Commissioners-3
mailto:rkrosch@co.nicollet.mn.us
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9:00 a.m. Call Board of Commissioners Meeting to Order:  Chair Luepke 

1. Flag Pledge 
2. Silence Your Cell Phones 

 3. Approval of Agenda 
 

 Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of November 10, 2020 Board Minutes 
2. Approval of Maintenance and Grooming Grant Contract 
3. Resolution Approving Acceptance of Cares Act Funds from Cities and 

Townships 
4. Resolution Authorizing the Closing of County Government Offices on 

December 24, 2020 
5. Prosecution Contract with City of Lafayette 
6. 2021 Master Contract for MFIP/DWP and Notice of Funds Available 
7. End of Probations 
8. Approval of Bills 

     
 Public Appearances 
 

9:05 a.m. Finance 
1. Motion for December 2020 and January 2021 Bill Approval 

 
9:10 a.m. Health and Human Services 

1. COVID-19 Update 
 
9:30 a.m. Call Drainage Authority Meeting to Order:  Chair Luepke 
 Drainage Authority Agenda Items 

1. Consent Agenda 
a. Approval of November 10, 2020 Drainage Authority Minutes 

2. 2020 Annual Maintenance Levies 
3. CD 86A Improvement Bid Recommendation 

 
 Adjourn Drainage Authority Meeting 
 
 

9:55 a.m. Property Services 
1. November 16, 2020 Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting 

10:00 a.m. 2. Nicollet County Comprehensive Plan Public Hearing and Adoption 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued… 



 

 

 
Nicollet County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

 
November 24, 2020 

Nicollet County Government Center 501 South Minnesota Avenue, St. Peter, MN  56082 
Commissioners – John Luepke, Chair; Jack Kolars; Terry Morrow; Marie Dranttel; Denny Kemp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mission Statement 
Providing efficient services with 
innovation and accountability 

Vision Statement 
Setting the standard for providing 

superior and efficient county 
government services through 
leadership, accountability and 
innovation to a growing and 

diverse society. 
 

Leadership.  Efficiency.  Accountability.  
Innovation.  Integrity. 

 
 

Page 2 
 
10:30 a.m. Chair’s Report 
 

 Commissioner Committee Reports 
 

 Commissioners Meetings & Conferences    
 

 Approve Per Diems and Expenses 
  
 Adjourn Board of Commissioners Meeting 
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Notice of Scheduled Meetings 
The following is a notice of scheduled meetings.  Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.04, this 
notice of meetings also serves as notice of regular and special meetings of the Nicollet County 
Board of Commissioners.  Meetings with a quorum of Nicollet County Board of Commissioners 
expected to attend is noted with an asterisk (*).   
 

NOTICE REGARDING NICOLLET COUNTY MEETINGS DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
Due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic and resulting state and federal emergency 
declarations, these and future Nicollet County meetings will be conducted under 
Minnesota Statute 13D.021 – Meetings by Telephone or Other Electronic Means.   
 

Questions or comments regarding any Nicollet County meeting and requests to 
participate in any meeting can be directed to Ryan Krosch, Nicollet County 
Administrator, at 507-934-7204 or rkrosch@co.nicollet.mn.us. 
 
November 24 - County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Government Center, Board Room,  
   St. Peter* 
November 24 - County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Government Center* 
November 26-27 – HOLIDAY, Offices Closed 
December 3 - Highway 169 Coalition Meeting 
December 3 – Budget and Tax Levy Meeting, 6:30 a.m., Nicollet County Government Center, Board Room, St. Peter 
December 7 - Mankato Rehabilitation Center Meeting 
December 7 – AMC Annual Conference, 1 p.m., Virtual Meeting* 
December 15 - County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Government Center, Board Room,  
   St. Peter* 
December 15 - County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Government Center* 
December 18 – Brown-Nicollet Environmental Health Meeting 
December 21 – Board of Adjustment and Appeals/Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting, 7 p.m., Nicollet  
   County Board Room, St. Peter* 
December 24-25 – HOLIDAY, Offices Closed 
January 1 – HOLIDAY, Offices Closed 
January 5 - County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Government Center, Board Room,   
  St. Peter* 
January 5 - County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Government Center* 
 
 
 



 

 

 OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR 

NICOLLET COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

 
 The Nicollet County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, 
November 10, 2020, at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioners Denny Kemp, Jack Kolars, Marie 
Dranttel, Terry Morrow and John Luepke were present.  Also present were County 
Administrator Ryan Krosch, County Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer and Recording 
Secretary Sarah Frahm.  
 
The meeting was held via teleconference pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.021 due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.  There were no public comments submitted by email or phone.  
No members of the public requested to participate in the meeting by phone.  The meeting 
was recorded and broadcasted live online. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to 
approve the agenda with the following addition:  CD 77 Lateral 2 Bid Recommendation 
under the Drainage Authority agenda.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
Consent Agenda 
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to 
approve the consent agenda items as follows:  approval of the October 27, 2020 Board 
Meeting minutes, Purchase of Service Agreement: 2021 Brown County Evaluation 
Center, Inc., Resolution Approving an Increase of Petty Cash for the Property & Public 
Services Department, end of probation for Harold Shirley, effective November 12, 2020, 
and approval of the Commissioner Warrants as presented for the following amounts: 
Revenue Fund - $92,559.76, Road & Bridge Fund - $13,958.98, Human Services Fund 
- $123,724.88 and acknowledge review of the Auditor’s Warrants. Motion carried with all 
voting in favor. 
 
Public Appearances 
There were no public appearances.  
 
Finance 
Quarter Three 2020 Donations 
 Finance Director, Heather McCormick, appeared before the Board to request 
approval of the quarter three 2020 donations.  

 
Donations received by Nicollet County July 1 through September 30, 2020 

 
FROM WHOM                                     AMOUNT           PURPOSE                     
Various Donations                     $ 220.00             Veteran’s Services 

 
Various Donations                $ 325.00             Loan Closet  

 



Nicollet County Board Meeting Minutes 
November 10, 2020 

 

 

Total                         $ 545.00 
 Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to 
approve the Resolution Approving the Acceptance of Donations as presented. Motion 
carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote.  
 
Public Works 
Consider Award of Quote for CSAH 21 Temporary Slope Remediation Project 
 Public Works Director, Seth Greenwood, appeared before the Board to request 
award of the quote for the CSAH 21 Temporary Slope Remediation Project. Quotes were 
opened on November 9, 2020 at 11:00 a.m.  Three quotes were received with one being 
rejected for not having the proper documentation.  The engineer’s estimate for the project 
was $163,224 so quotes were obtained instead if bids. 
 Earlier this summer there was a significant and sustained drop of the Minnesota 
River which led to large inslope failures on CSAH 21.  These failures required that the 
CSAH 21 eastbound lane for approximately 100 feet be close to traffic.  CSAH 21 is 
currently operating in this location as a single lane and traffic is required to take turns 
navigating around the lane closure.  The temporary remediation project will remove some 
of the slide debris and fill the slide areas with rip-rap to temporarily stabilize the slopes 
and allow the CSAH 21 eastbound lane to be reopened.  Work is anticipated to start the 
middle to end of November with completion in mid-December.  A more extensive and 
permanent slope repair fix will be developed and constructed potentially later in 2021 or 
in 2022.  This project is anticipated to be covered 100% by FHWA Emergency Relief 
funds.   
 Bid results are as follows: 
  
 Mathiowetz Construction Company                       $189,276.54 
 Veit & Company                                                     $212,232.15 
 
Director Greenwood is recommending the project be awarded to Mathiowetz Construction 
Company. 
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to 
approve the lowest quote of $189,276.54 from Mathiowetz Construction Company and 
enter into a contract with Mathiowetz Construction Company pending approval of the 
contract language by the County Attorney. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Consider Snow and Ice Removal Agreement with the City of New Ulm 
 Director Greenwood requested approval from the Board on the Snow and Ice 
Removal Agreement with the City of New Ulm. 
 This agreement provides reimbursement to the City of New Ulm to perform snow 
and ice removal services on CSAH 37 for December 2020 through March 2021.  The 
monthly rate of $520/month is unchanged from last year’s agreement.  
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to 
approve the Snow and Ice Removal Agreement with the City of New Ulm. Motion carried 
with all voting in favor. 
 
Director Greenwood gave an update on various county road projects. 
 



Nicollet County Board Meeting Minutes 
November 10, 2020 

 

 

Administration 
CARES Community Partner Funding 
 County Administrator, Ryan Krosch, appeared before the Board to request 
approval of the Nicollet County CARES Community Partner Funding Resolution.  
 The CARES Community Partner Funding will provide support for the Nicollet 
County Agricultural Society (County Fair) and Nicollet County Historical Society. Both 
have been closed or partially closed since March due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Both 
of these organizations have also experienced a significant decrease in revenue and 
continue to have expenses. The CARES Community Partner Funding Program would 
provide each entity with $25,000 to help them recover from the adverse impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve 
the Resolution Approving Nicollet County CARES Community Partner Funding. Motion 
carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote.  
 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING NICOLLET COUNTY CARES 
COMMUNITY PARTNER FUNDING 

 
WHEREAS, The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act was passed by 

Congress and signed into law by President Trump on March 27th, 2020; and 
WHEREAS, this over $2 trillion economic relief package was established to provide economic 

and public health assistance to the American people impacted by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic; 
and 

WHEREAS, through the Coronavirus Relief Fund, the CARES Act provides $150 billion of financial 
assistance for state, local and tribal governments who are navigating the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, The CARES Act requires that the payments from the Coronavirus Relief Fund only be 
used to cover expenses that— 

1. are necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency with respect to the 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID–19); 

2. were not accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of March 27, 2020 (the date 
of enactment of the CARES Act) for the state or government; and 

3. were incurred during the period that begins on March 1, 2020, and ends on December 30, 2020 
(December 1, 2020 for Minnesota); and 

WHEREAS, Nicollet County received $4,146,361 of CARES Act funds; and 
WHEREAS, on August 11, 2020 Nicollet County approved a CARES Act Funding Plan and Budget 

in accordance with guidance provided by the US Department of Treasury and Minnesota Office of 
Management and Budget; and  
 WHEREAS, said Funding Plan and Budget included funding for these non-profit community 
partners (Entities): 
 Nicollet County Agricultural Society 
 Nicollet County Historical Society 
 
 WHEREAS, both of these Entities have experience business interruption and closure as a result 
of the pandemic; and 
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 WHEREAS, both of these Entities have experienced significant revenue loss and continued 
expenditures during the pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, US Treasury Guidance dated September 2, 2020 states that CARES Act Funds may be 
used for expenses incurred to respond to second-order effects of the  pandemic emergency, such as by 
providing economic support to those suffering from employment or business interruptions due to 
COVID-19-related business closures; and 
 WHEREAS, said US Treasury Coronavirus Guidance also states CARES expenses must be 
reasonably necessary; and   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Nicollet County Board of Commissioners approves 
the attached Nicollet County CARES funding program (Program) and related supporting guidance: 

 Nicollet County CARES Community Partner Funding Program – 

 Nicollet County Agricultural Society (County Fair) and Nicollet County Historical Society 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, general administrative and policy changes may be made to this 
Program by the Nicollet County Finance Director or Nicollet County Administrator without Nicollet 
County Board approval as guidance, need and circumstances change. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Nicollet County Board of Commissioners has determined that 
expenditures for this Program is reasonably necessary due to the required and voluntary closures and 
documented revenue loss and expenditures experienced by both Entities; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Nicollet County Board of Commissioners has determined that 
expenditures for this Program: 

1. are necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency with respect to the 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID–19); 

2. were not accounted for in the County budget most recently approved as of March 27, 2020 
(the date of enactment of the CARES Act); and 

3. were incurred during the period that begins on March 1, 2020, and ends on December 30, 2020 
(December 1, 2020 for Minnesota). 

 
County Administrator Ryan Krosch gave an update on additional CARES funding 
programs. 
 
Commissioner Committee Reports 
 The Commissioners reported on various meetings and activities including:   
 
Commissioner Marie Dranttel 

 AMC District Meeting 
 Labor Negotiations 
 Chamber of Commerce Meeting 
 Sibley County Joint Ditch Meeting 

 
Commissioner Terry Morrow 

 AMC District Meeting 
 Sibley County Joint Ditch Meeting 
 Public health call with the Minnesota Department of Health 

 
Commissioner Denny Kemp 

 AMC District Meeting 
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 AMC Education Committee 
 MRCI Executive Meeting 

 
Commissioner Jack Kolars 

 Traverse de Sioux Library Meeting 
 Mankato Area Planning Organization 
 AMC District Meeting 
 Labor Negotiations 

 
Commissioner John Luepke 

 Lafayette City Council Meeting 
 AMC District Meeting 
 Drainage Authority Meeting 

 
Election Update 
 Public Services Manager, Jaci Kopet, gave an update on the election.  Nicollet 
County elections went very smoothly, with 91% of registered voters voting in the election. 
Over 11,000 ballots were processed by county staff, which accounted for 60% of the total 
ballots cast. Manager Kopet foresees the mail-in ballot trend continuing. Also, with the 
additional work needed for absentee ballot processing, the allowance of 14 days for 
counting prior to the election was extremely helpful to the timeliness of processing all 
ballots. Canvassing will be held on November 24th. 
 
Approve Per Diems and Expenses 
 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to approve 
the expenses and per diems for the meetings noted above during the Commissioner 
Reports and/or as submitted on approved expense reports, and authorize payment of 
those expenses and per diems by the Finance Office. Motion carried with all voting in 
favor. 
 
 

Adjourn 
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to 
adjourn the meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. The meeting adjourned at 9:51 
a.m.  
 
 
                                                                 ________________________________ 

     JOHN LUEPKE, CHAIR 
                                                 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
RYAN KROSCH 
CLERK TO THE BOARD 















































































OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
NICOLLET COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY 

November 10, 2020 

The Nicollet County Drainage Authority met in regular session on Tuesday, 
November 10, 2020 at 9:56 a.m. with Chair John Luepke presiding. Commissioners Marie 
Dranttel, Terry Morrow, Jack Kolars, Denny Kemp and John Luepke were present. Also 
present were County Administrator Ryan Krosch, Recording Secretary Sarah Frahm and 
County Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer. 

The meeting was held via teleconference pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.021 due 
to the coronavirus pandemic. There were no public comments submitted by email or phone. 
No members of the public requested to participate in the meeting by phone. The meeting 
was recorded and broadcast live online. 

 
Approval of Agenda 
 Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to approve 
the agenda with the following addition:  add CD 77 Lateral 2 Bid Recommendation.  Motion 
carried with all voting in favor. 

Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to approve 

the consent agenda items as follows: approval of the October 27, 2020 Drainage Authority 
minutes. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

 
Orders to Approve Redeterminations for Various Ditches 
 Public Services Manager, Jaci Kopet, appeared before the Board to request approval 
of Findings of Facts and Orders for Redetermination of Benefits for CD8A, CD35A, CD47A, 
CD52, CD65, CD71, CD75, CD78, CD78 Lateral 1 Branch 4, CD82 and CD84.  The findings 
for these orders state that the original benefits and damages determined in the drainage 
proceedings do not reflect reasonable, present day values. 
 Director Kopet gave an update on the need for redetermination of the above ditches, 
noting that they were last redetermined between the years 1913 through 1968. She is 
requesting that Mark Behrends and his group, which includes Robert Hansen, Kendall 
Langseth, Joe Mutschler, John Thompson, Dennis Distad, and Bruce Ness, be appointed as 
the viewers. This group has been used in the past and they have done good work.  Director 
Kopet also requested that the engineering firm of Jones, Hauge, and Smith be appointed the 
engineering firm to determine the watersheds. 

Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve 
the Findings of Facts and Orders for Redetermination of Benefits as presented for CD8A, 
CD35A, CD47A, CD52, CD65, CD71, CD75, CD78, CD78 Lateral 1 Branch 4, CD82 and 
CD84.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
CD 77 Lateral 2 Bid Recommendation  

Director Kopet presented the CD 77 Lateral 2 bid results.  A total of three bids were 
received, ranging from $266,955.95 to $325,008.59. Engineer Chuck Brandel from ISG gave 
a brief update on the bids that were received. One of the requirements of the bid documents 
was that any contractor must have five references in the last five years of work related to 
agricultural tile installation, cleaning, deepening and widening. Because none of the bidders 
were able to meet this requirement, Engineer Brandel recommended all bids be rejected and 
recommended rebidding the project at a later date.  

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to reject the 
bids received and rebid the project at a later date.  Motion carried with all voting in favor. 



 
Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to 

adjourn the meeting. The meeting adjourned at 10:10 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOHN LUEPKE, CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 
 

RYAN KROSCH 
CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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