
Nicollet County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

May 11, 2021 
Nicollet County Government Center 501 South Minnesota Avenue, St. Peter, MN  56082 

Commissioners – Terry Morrow, Chair; Jack Kolars; Marie Dranttel; Denny Kemp; John Luepke 

Mission Statement 
Providing efficient services with 
innovation and accountability 

Vision Statement 
Setting the standard for providing 

superior and efficient county 
government services through 
leadership, accountability and 
innovation to a growing and 

diverse society. 

Leadership.  Efficiency.  Accountability. 
Innovation.  Integrity. 

NOTICE REGARDING NICOLLET COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
MEETING AND DRAINAGE AUTHORITY MEETING  

MAY 11, 2021 
9:00 A.M. 

NICOLLET COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER BOARD ROOM 
501 SOUTH MINNESOTA AVENUE 

ST. PETER, MN 

Due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic and resulting state and federal 
emergency declarations and guidance about limiting unnecessary person-to-person 
contact, the May 11, 2021 Nicollet County Board meeting and Drainage Authority 
meeting will be conducted under Minnesota Statute 13D.021 – Meetings by Telephone 
or Other Electronic Means.  County Board and Drainage Authority members will 
participate by telephone or other electronic means. 

How members of the public can participate in the meeting: 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89116219881?pwd=SHBtRzVJZlp6cTJhdElRT3VmQUlLZz09 

Meeting ID: 891 1621 9881 
Passcode: 558045 

Mobile 
+13017158592,,89116219881#,,,,*558045# US (Washington DC)
+13126266799,,89116219881#,,,,*558045# US (Chicago)

The meeting can also be viewed at www.co.nicollet.mn.us/642/County-Board-Meeting-
Videos.  A copy of the meeting agenda and packet is available at 
www.co.nicollet.mn.us/AgendaCenter/Board-of-Commissioners-3.   

Questions or comments regarding agenda items and viewing or listening to the meeting 
can be directed to Mandy Landkamer, Interim County Administrator, at 507-934-7204 or 
mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us. 
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Mission Statement 
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Leadership.  Efficiency.  Accountability. 
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9:00 a.m. Call Board of Commissioners Meeting to Order:  Chair Morrow 

1. Flag Pledge
2. Silence Your Cell Phones and Mute Microphones
3. Meeting Notice – MN Statute 13D.021
4. Approval of Agenda

Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of April 27, 2021 Board Minutes
2. Approval of May 6, 2021 Special Board Minutes
3. End of Probation
4. 2020 Federal Boat Equipment Grant
5. Approval of Bills

Public Appearances 

9:05 a.m. Health and Human Services 
1. Proclamation for May as National Mental Health Month

9:10 a.m. Public Works 
1. Highway Department’s 2020 Annual Report

9:15 a.m. Administration 
1. Resolution Re-Appointing County Engineer

9:20 a.m. County Attorney Update 

Chair’s Report 

Commissioner Committee Reports 

Commissioners Meetings & Conferences  

Approve Per Diems and Expenses 

Adjourn Board of Commissioners Meeting 

9:20 a.m. Call Drainage Authority Meeting to Order:  Chair Morrow 
Drainage Authority Agenda Items 
1. Consent Agenda

a. Approval of April 27, 2021 Drainage Authority Minutes
2. CD86A Improvement Change Order

Adjourn Drainage Authority Meeting 

Continued… 
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Notice of Scheduled Meetings 
The following is a notice of scheduled meetings.  Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.04, this 
notice of meetings also serves as notice of regular and special meetings of the Nicollet County 
Board of Commissioners.  Meetings with a quorum of Nicollet County Board of Commissioners 
expected to attend is noted with an asterisk (*).   

NOTICE REGARDING NICOLLET COUNTY MEETINGS DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
Due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic and resulting state and federal emergency 
declarations, these and future Nicollet County meetings will be conducted under 
Minnesota Statute 13D.021 – Meetings by Telephone or Other Electronic Means.   

Questions or comments regarding any Nicollet County meeting and requests to 
participate in any meeting can be directed to Mandy Landkamer, Nicollet County Interim 
Administrator, at 507-934-7204 or mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us. 

May 3 – Mankato Rehabilitation Center 
May 5 – SWCD Board Meeting 
May 6 – Highway 169 Coalition Meeting 
May 11 – County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Virtual Meeting* 
May 11 – County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Virtual Meeting* 
May 12 – Region 9 Development Commission, Board of Directors Meeting 
May 17 – Board of Adjustment and Appeals/Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting, 7 p.m., Nicollet 

County Board Room, St. Peter* 
May 18 – Individual Department Head Meeting with Sheriff’s Office, 8:15 a.m., Virtual Meeting* 
May 18 – County Board Workshop, 9:30 a.m., Virtual Meeting* 
May 25 – County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Virtual Meeting* 
May 25 – County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Virtual Meeting* 
May 27 – BNCHB Executive Committee Meeting, 8:15 a.m., Virtual Meeting 

June 2 – Region 9 Development Commission, Board of Directors Meeting 
June 2 – SWCD Board Meeting 
June 3 – Highway 169 Coalition Meeting  
June 7 – Mankato Rehabilitation Center 
June 8 – County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Virtual Meeting* 
June 8 – County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Virtual Meeting* 
June 15 – Individual Department Head Meeting with Health and Human Services, 8:15 a.m., Virtual Meeting* 
June 15 – County Board Workshop, 9:30 a.m., Virtual Meeting* 
June 21 – Board of Adjustment and Appeals/Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting, 7 p.m., Nicollet 

County Board Room, St. Peter* 
June 22 – County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Virtual Meeting* 
June 22 – County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Virtual Meeting* 
June 24 – BNCHB Executive Committee Meeting, 8:15 a.m., Virtual Meeting 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR 

NICOLLET COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
APRIL 27, 2021 

The Nicollet County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, 
April 27, 2021, at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioners Denny Kemp, Jack Kolars, Marie Dranttel, 
and John Luepke were present.  Also present were Interim County Administrator Mandy 
Landkamer, County Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer and Recording Secretary Abigail 
Lewis.  

The meeting was held via teleconference pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.021
due to the coronavirus pandemic. Zoom meeting technology was used to conduct the
meeting. Vice Chair Dranttel, Interim County Administrator Mandy Landkamer and
Recording Secretary Lewis were in attendance at the County Board Room. All others
participated via Zoom. The meeting was also video recorded.

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to 

approve the agenda with one addition. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll
call vote.

Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to

approve the consent agenda items as follows: April 13, 2021 Board Meeting minutes, 
2020 Emergency Management Performance Grant, AudioEye Work Order, Human
Resources Technical Assistance Program Membership, and approval of the
Commissioner Warrants as presented for the following amounts: General Revenue
Fund - $218,687.12, Road & Bridge Fund - $59,914.22, Human Services Fund -
$181,360.07 and acknowledge review of the Auditor’s Warrants. Motion carried with all
voting in favor on a roll call vote.

Public Appearances 
 There were no public appearances. 

Cody moving to the coordinator for safety and security 
Motion by Kemp second Luepke roll call pass 

Health and Human Services 
Health and Human Services Director, Cassie Sassenberg, provided an update on 

the COVID-19 efforts by Public Health.  

Finance 
Finance Director, Heather McCormick, appeared before the Board to request 

approval of the quarter one 2021 donations as listed below: 
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Nicollet County Board Meeting Minutes 
April 27, 2021 

 

 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to 
approve the Resolution Approving the Acceptance of Donations as presented. Motion 
carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote.  

 
Property Services 
 Planning and Zoning Administrator, Jon Hammel, appeared before the Board to 
request approval on four items from the April 19, 2021 Planning and Zoning Advisory 
Meeting. 
  

1.) Lincoln Langhorst/Jaclyn Langhorst Rev. Trust - Registered Land Survey 
No. 77. There was one public comment received, with no objections to the 
request. There was no public testimony. 
  

 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to 
accept the Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission’s April 19, 2021 report, 
recommendations and findings as submitted therein, which included the following: 
 

Lincoln Langhorst/Jaclyn 
Langhorst Rev. Trust 

PLN21-13 Registered land survey NO. 77 

 Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 

2.) LJ Farms, LLC – Modify an existing cattle feedlot into a swine feedlot.  There 
was one public comment received, with no objections to the request. There 
was no public testimony. 
 

 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to 
accept the Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission’s April 19, 2021 report, 
recommendations and findings as submitted therein, which included the following: 
 

LJ Farms, LLC PLN21-07 
Modify an existing cattle feedlot into a 
swine feedlot. 

 Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 

3.)  Mark and Julie Frankamp – After-the-fact conditional use permit for a level 2 
home occupation.  No public comment or testimony. 

 
 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to 
accept the Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission’s April 19, 2021 report, 
recommendations and findings as submitted therein, which included the following: 
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Nicollet County Board Meeting Minutes 
April 27, 2021 

 

Mark and Julie Frankamp PLN21-10 
After-the-fact conditional use permit 
for a level 2 home occupation. 

 Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 

4.)  Willis Walter - Three-year review of a mineral extraction permit to mine, 
crush, and stockpile gravel.  No public comment or testimony.  

  
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to 
accept the Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission’s April 19, 2021 report, 
recommendations and findings as submitted therein, which included the following: 

Willis Walter PLN21-01 
Three-year review of a mineral 
extraction permit to mine, crush, and 
stockpile gravel. 

 Motion carried 3-0 on a roll call vote with Commissioner Dranttel abstaining. 
 

5.)  W. Lorentz & Sons Construction, Inc. - Mineral extraction permit to mine, 
crush, stockpile, process, recycle, and wash gravel.  One public comment and 
one public testimony were heard.  

  
 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to accept 
the Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission’s April 19, 2021 report, 
recommendations and findings as submitted therein, which included the following: 

W. Lorentz & Sons 
Construction, Inc. 

PLN21-12 
Mineral extraction permit to mine, 
crush, stockpile, process, recycle, and 
wash gravel. 

 Motion carried 3-1 on a roll call vote with Commissioners Kolars, Kemp, and 
Dranttel in favor, Commissioner Luepke against.  
 

6.)  Forest-Lawn Holsteins/Paul and Cynthia Swenson – Modify an existing cattle 
feedlot.  No public comment or testimony.  

  
 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to 
accept the Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission’s April 19, 2021 report, 
recommendations and findings as submitted therein, which included the following: 

Forest-Lawn Holsteins/Paul and 
Cynthia Swenson 

PLN21-15 Modify an existing cattle feedlot. 

 Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 

7.)  John and Valerie Rieke – Modify an existing swine feedlot. No public 
comment or testimony.  
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Nicollet County Board Meeting Minutes 
April 27, 2021 

 

 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to accept 
the Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission’s April 19, 2021 report, 
recommendations and findings as submitted therein, which included the following: 

John and Valerie Rieke PLN21-16 Modify an existing swine feedlot. 

 Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 
Probation 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner 
Kemp to approve the Nicollet County Community Corrections Advisory Board By Laws 
Resolution. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 
Public Works 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner 
Kemp to accept the Annual Agricultural Inspector Report as presented. Motion carried 
with all voting in favor on a roll call vote.  
 
Administration 
Families First Coronavirus Response Act Benefits Resolution 
 A motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to 
approve the Resolution Extending the Families First Coronavirus Response Act 
Benefits. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 
Hiring Process for Human Resources Director 
 Interim Administrator Landkamer provided an overview of options for the Hiring 
Process of the Human Resources Director.  
 
Consider David Drown Associates Proposal 
 A motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to 
approve the David Drown proposal upon review by the County Attorney. Motion carried 
with all voting in favor on a roll call vote.  
 
Commissioner Committee Reports 
 The Commissioners reported on various meetings and activities including:   
 
Commissioner Marie Dranttel 

 Full Region 9 Commission Meeting 

 TruTranist Meeting 

 Planning and Zoning Meeting 

 Individual Department Head Meeting 

 St. Peter Liaison Meeting 

 Board Workshop 

 Brown Nicollet Environmental Health Meeting 
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Nicollet County Board Meeting Minutes 
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Commissioner Denny Kemp 

 Board Workshop 

 Individual Department Head Meeting 

 CD86A Informational Meeting 
 

Commissioner Jack Kolars 

 Board Workshop 

 REDA Meeting 

 Greater Mankato Growth 

 Traverse des Sioux 

 Minnesota Valley Action Council 

 AMC Research Committee 

 86A Inform 

 CHS  

 Diversity Council 
 
Commissioner John Luepke 

 Board Workshop 

 Brown Nicollet Environmental Health Meeting 

 ISG 86A Pump Station Tour 
 

 
Approve Per Diems and Expenses 
 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to 
approve the expenses and per diems for the meetings noted above during the 
Commissioner Reports and/or as submitted on approved expense reports, and 
authorize payment of those expenses and per diems by the Finance Office. Motion 
carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 
Adjourn 

Motion by Commission Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to adjourn 
the meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. The meeting 
adjourned at 10:01 a.m. 

 
 
 
                                                                 ________________________________ 

     TERRY MORROW, CHAIR 
                                                 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  
 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 
_________________________________ 
JACI KOPET 
CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR 

NICOLLET COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
MAY 6, 2021 

The Nicollet County Board of Commissioners met in special session on 
Thursday, May 6, 2021, at 8:30 a.m.  Commissioners Denny Kemp, Jack Kolars, Marie 
Dranttel, Terry Morrow and John Luepke were present.  Also present were County 
Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer, Interim Administrator Mandy Landkamer and 
Recording Secretary Abigail Lewis.  

The meeting was held via teleconference pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.021
due to the coronavirus pandemic. Zoom meeting technology was used to conduct the
meeting. Chair Morrow, Commissioner Luepke, Interim Administrator Landkamer and
Recording Secretary Lewis were in attendance at the County Board Room. All others
participated via Zoom. The meeting was also video recorded.

Consider Award of Project SP 052-613-021 
A motion was made by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner

Luepke to award Project SP 052-613-021 to the low bidder Croell, Inc. in the low bid 
amount of $4,447,344.59. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote.

Designate Human Services 
A motion was made by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner 

Kemp to appoint Human Resources Assistant, Whitney Krebs, as the interim Human 
Resources Director. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 

American Rescue Plan 
The Board did not vote to extend either the Emergency Paid Sick Leave or the 

Emergency Family and Medical Leave Act at this time. Nicollet County will continue to 
offer the Advance of Sick Leave for the duration of the pandemic.   

Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 8:59 a.m.

  ________________________________ 
TERRY MORROW, CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________ 
JACI KOPET 
CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
NICOLLET COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY 

April 27, 2021 

The Nicollet County Drainage Authority met in regular session on Tuesday, April 13, 
2021 at 10:01 a.m. with Vice Chair Marie Dranttel presiding. Commissioners John Luepke, 
Jack Kolars, and Denny Kemp were present. Also present were Interim County 
Administrator Mandy Landkamer, Recording Secretary Abigail Lewis and County Attorney 
Michelle Zehnder Fischer. 

The meeting was held via teleconference pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.021 due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.  Zoom meeting technology was used to conduct the meeting. 

Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve 

the consent agenda items as follows: approval of the April 13, 2021 Drainage Authority 
minutes. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 
Set Public Hearing Date for CD48A Reestablishment 

A motion was made by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner 
Dranttel to set a public hearing date on June 22, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. for CD48A 
Reestablishment. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote.  
 
Agenda Addition 
Consider Ditch Repair Report 21-008 
 A motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to 
approve Ditch Repair Report 21-008. Motion carried on a 3-0 vote with Commissioner 
Luepke abstaining. 
 
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to adjourn 
the Drainage Authority Meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 

Vice Chair Dranttel adjourned the meeting at 10:09 a.m.  
 
 
 
 
 

TERRY MORROW, CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

ATTEST: 
 
 

 

JACI KOPET 
CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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