
Nicollet County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

November 23, 2021 
Nicollet County Government Center 501 South Minnesota Avenue, St. Peter, MN  56082 

Commissioners – Terry Morrow, Chair; Jack Kolars; John Luepke; Marie Dranttel 

Mission Statement 
Providing efficient services with 
innovation and accountability 

Vision Statement 
Setting the standard for providing 

superior and efficient county 
government services through 
leadership, accountability and 
innovation to a growing and 

diverse society. 

Leadership.  Efficiency.  Accountability. 
Innovation.  Integrity. 

9:00 a.m. Call Board of Commissioners Meeting to Order:  Chair Morrow 

1. Flag Pledge

2. Silence Your Cell Phones

3. Approval of Agenda

Consent Agenda 

1. Approval of November 9, 2021 Board Minutes

2. Contract to Provide Services to Brown County

3. Legal Services Contract for CHIPS Cases

4. End of Probations

5. Approval of Bills

Public Appearances 

9:05 a.m. Finance  

1. Motion for December 2021 and January 2022 bill approval

2. Transfer of Missing Heir Assets held under Minn. Stat. § 524.3-914 to the

General Fund

3. Nicollet County Trails Association Agreements, Contracts, and Resolution

9:20 a.m. Public Works 

1. Consider MnDOT Cooperative Construction Agreement No. 1047570

2. Consider Professional Service Agreement for CSAH 23 Ravine Stabilization

Project

9:35 a.m. Health and Human Services 

1. Family First Prevention Services Act: Assessment Contracts

2. COVID-19 Response Update

9:45 a.m. Administration 

1. American Rescue Plan Act Funds Resolution

2. Consideration of the Amendment of AIA Document C132-2009 with

Contegrity Group, Inc.

3. Consideration of a Purchase Agreement for Real Property
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 County Attorney Update 

 Chair’s Report 

 Commissioner Committee Reports 

 Commissioners Meetings & Conferences 

 Approve Per Diems and Expenses 

 Adjourn Board of Commissioners Meeting 

 

10:10 a.m. Call Drainage Authority Meeting to Order: 

  

 Drainage Authority Agenda Items 

1. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of November 9, 2021 Drainage Authority Minutes 

 Adjourn Drainage Authority Meeting 

 
Notice of Scheduled Meetings 
The following is a notice of scheduled meetings. Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.04, this 
notice of meetings also serves as notice of regular and special meetings of the Nicollet County 
Board of Commissioners. Meetings with a quorum of Nicollet County Board of Commissioners 
expected to attend is noted with an asterisk (*).   
 

Questions or comments regarding any Nicollet County meeting and requests to 
participate in any meeting can be directed to Mandy Landkamer, Nicollet County 
Administrator, at 507-934-7074 or mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us. 
 
November 15 – Minnesota Valley Action Council 
November 15 – Board of Adjustment and Appeals/Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting, 7 p.m.,  
             Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter* 
November 16 – Individual Department Head Meeting with Administrator, 8:15 a.m., Nicollet Room, St. Peter* 
November 16 – County Board Workshop, 9:30 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St Peter * 
November 18 – BNCH Executive Committee Meeting 
November 23 – County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
November 23 – County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
November 24-25 – Holiday; Nicollet County Offices Closed 
 
December 1   – Southern MN HRA Meeting, 5:45 p.m., 422 Belgrade Ave, #102, North Mankato, MN  
December 2   – Budget and Tax Levy Meeting, 6:30 p.m.., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
December 6-8– AMC Annual Conference; Doubletree Hotel, Bloomington, MN 
December 14 – County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
December 14 – County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
December 17 – Full Board meeting BNECH 
December 20 – Board of Adjustment and Appeals/Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting, 7 p.m.,  
             Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter* 
December 24 – Holiday; Nicollet County Offices Closed 
December 31 – Holiday; Nicollet County Offices Closed 
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January 4 –   County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
January 4 –   County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
January 18 – County Board Workshop, 9:30 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St Peter * 
January 18 – Facilities and Maintenance Individual Department Head meeting, 8:15 a.m. 
January 24 – Board of Adjustment and Appeals/Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting, 7 p.m.,  
         Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter* 
January 25 – County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
January 25 – County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
 
 
 



 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR 

NICOLLET COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
NOVEMBER 9, 2021 

 
 The Nicollet County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, 
November 9, 2021, at 9:00 a.m. Commissioners Terry Morrow, Marie Dranttel, Jack 
Kolars, and John Luepke were present. Also present were County Administrator Mandy 
Landkamer, County Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer and Recording Secretary Sarah 
Frahm.  
 
Approval of Agenda 
 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to 
approve the agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Consent Agenda  
 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to 
approve the consent agenda items as follows:  

 October 26, 2021 Board Meeting Minutes; 

 Delegated County Feedlot Grant Agreement;  

 FY 2022 and FY 2023 Natural Resources Block Grant Agreement;  

 MPCA County Feedlot Program Delegation Agreement Work Plan;  

 End of Probations for: 
o Isaac Ubben, GIS Technician, effective November 9, 2021;  
o Joel Hawbaker, Assistant Public Works Director/County Engineer, 

effective November 9, 2021; 
o Erin Berkenpas, Eligibility Worker, effective November 16, 2021; 
o Kellie Dirksen, Collections Officer, effective November 12, 2021;  

Approval of the Commissioner Warrants as presented for the following amounts: 
General Revenue Fund - $42,591.22, Road & Bridge Fund - $167,862.57, Human 
Services Fund - $149,144.94, and acknowledge review of the Auditor’s Warrants. 
Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote.  
 
Public Appearances 
Brad Wilking addressed the board regarding a culvert issue located in Nicollet and 
Granby Townships. Tim Waibel also approached the Board regarding ditch cleaning 
work that had been done on his property. 
 
Finance 
Public Hearing Notice – Capital Improvement Plan 2022-2026 
 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to 
authorize Director McCormick to set a Public Hearing for the adoption of the 2022-2026 
Capital Improvement Plan on Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. Motion 
carried with all voting in favor. 
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Quarter Three 2021 Donations 
Finance Director McCormick appeared before the Board to request approval of 

the following Quarter Three 2021 donations: 
 
Donations received by Nicollet County July 1 through September 30, 2021: 

 
FROM WHOM   AMOUNT  PURPOSE 

Various Donations  $   800.00  Van Services 
 

Auto Restorer’s Club  $1,000.00  Sheriff Posse & Sheriff K-9  
 
Various Donations  $   360.00  Loan Closet 
 

Total:    $2,160.00      

 
Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to approve 
the Resolution for the Acceptance of Donations as presented. Motion carried with all 
voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 
Human Resources 
National Insurance Services Consulting Agreement 
 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to 
approve the consulting agreement with National Insurance Services (NIS) for 2022. 
Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Public Works 
Consider Resolution Transferring Excess Municipal Construction Funds to 
Regular Construction 
 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to 
approve a resolution transferring excess municipal funds to the County regular 
construction account to avoid losing any funds. Motion carried with all voting in favor on 
a roll call vote. 
 
Consider Final Payment for 2021 Highway Striping Project 
 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to 
approve the 2021 Highway Striping Project contract. Motion carried with all voting in 
favor. 
 
Consider Final Payment for SAP 052-621-027 
 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to 
approve the final contract acceptance and payment to Prahm Construction, Inc. for SAP 
052-621-027. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Administration 
Set Public Hearing Date for Fee Schedule Amendment 
 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to 
authorize Administrator Landkamer to set a Public Hearing date for December 14, 2021 
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at 10:15 am concerning the amendment of the County Fee Schedule. Motion carried 
with all voting in favor. 
 
Consideration of the AIA Document B132-2019 with Vetter Johnson Architects, 
Inc. 

Motion by Commissioner Dranttel and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to 
approve the agreement between Nicollet County and Vetter Johnson Architects, Inc. for 
services related to the interior remodel of the Nicollet County North Mankato Health & 
Human Services building. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Closed Meeting 

At this time, the meeting moved to a closed session for attorney-client privilege, 
pursuant to MN Statutes Chapter 13D.05, subd. 3 (c)(3) to discuss real property at 1301 
Marshall St. in St. Peter, MN. In attendance were Commissioners Terry Morrow, Marie 
Dranttel, John Luepke, and Jack Kolars, County Administrator Mandy Landkamer, 
County Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer, County Assessor Lorna Sandvik, Health and 
Human Services Director Cassie Sassenberg, and Technologies Director Dayle Moore. 
The meeting was reopened at 10:40 a.m.  

Once the meeting was reopened, Chair Morrow stated Administrator Landkamer 
was authorized to negotiate on the real property described above.  
 
County Attorney Update 

County Attorney Zehnder Fischer shared updates regarding warrant 
clearance/resolution day. This day provides an opportunity for people with outstanding 
warrants to have them cleared.   
 
Commissioner Committee Reports 
 The Commissioners reported on various meetings and activities, including:   
 
Chair’s Report 

 
Commissioner Marie Dranttel 

 BNEH 

 Union negotiations 

 Extension 
 
Commissioner Jack Kolars 

 AMC Regional Meeting 

 MN Transportation Alliance Meeting 

 MAPO 

 Union negotiations 

 Hwy 14 Grand Opening 
 

Commissioner John Luepke 

 North Mankato Benefits Meeting 

 Regional AMC Meeting 

 Extension 
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 Soil and Water 

 Lafayette City Council 

 Ditch 77 - Landowner Concerns 
 
 
Approve Per Diems and Expenses 
 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to 
approve the expenses and per diems for the meetings noted above during the 
Commissioner Reports and/or as submitted on approved expense reports, and 
authorize payment of those expenses and per diems by the Finance Office. Motion 
carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Adjourn 

Motion by Commission Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to 
adjourn the meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. The meeting adjourned at 
10:46 a.m. 
 
                                                                 ________________________________ 

     TERRY MORROW, CHAIR 
                                                 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  
 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 
_________________________________ 
MANDY LANDKAMER 
CLERK TO THE BOARD 











































































































































































































































OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE NICOLLET 
COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY 

  NOVEMBER 9, 2021 

The Nicollet County Drainage Authority met in regular session on Tuesday, November 
9, 2021 at 10:40 am with Chair Morrow presiding. Commissioners Marie Dranttel, John 
Luepke and Jack Kolars were also present. Also present were County Administrator Mandy 
Landkamer, Property & Public Services Director Jaci Kopet, and Recording Secretary Sarah 
Frahm. 

Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to approve 

the agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to approve 

the consent agenda items as follows: approval of the October 26, 2021 Drainage Authority 
minutes. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

2021 Annual Maintenance Levies 
Property & Public Services Manager, Jaci Kopet, appeared before the Board and gave 

an overview of the ditch fund balances.  
Motion by Commissioner Dranttel and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve 

the annual assessment of maintenance levies as stated in the Findings of Fact and Order.  
Commissioner Luepke recused himself from the vote as he is a property owner of a ditch listed 
within the Findings. On a roll call vote, Commissioners Morrow, Dranttel, and Kolars voted yes 
and Commissioner Luepke abstained. Motion carried 4-0-1.  

BEFORE THE NICOLLET COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY 
FOR ASSESSING ANNUAL MAINTENANCE LEVIES 

Findings and Order of the Board 
Regarding Drainage System 

Assessments, Installment Schedules 
Interest Rates and Maintenance Funds 

The Drainage Authority, having completed its deliberations, its examination of all files and records herein, and its consideration of all reports, 
makes the following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Minn. Stat. § 103E.725 provides all fees and costs incurred relating to a drainage system, including repairs, inspections,
engineering, viewing, and publications, are costs of the drainage system and must be assessed against the property and entities
benefited.

2. Some drainage system accounts for systems administered by the Nicollet County Board of Commissioners, the Board, carry
negative balances and others will benefit from establishment of a maintenance fund. The negative-balance system accounts have
benefited from inter-fund loans from the general fund of the county. If the Board transfers money from another account or fund to a
drainage system account, the money, plus interest, must be reimbursed from the proceeds of the drainage system that received the
transfer.

3. If there is not enough money in the drainage system account to pay drainage system costs, the Board must assess the costs on all
property and entities that have been assessed benefits for the drainage system.

4. If assessments are to be paid in installments, the Board may set an interest rate not to exceed the rate determined by the state court
administrator for judgments under section 549.09.

5. Minn. Stat. § 103E.735 allows the creation of a repair fund for each drainage system. The repair fund is intended to create a positive
balance in a drainage system account to pay routine costs of inspection and minor maintenance and to eliminate the need for inter-
fund loans to drainage system accounts.

6. To create a repair fund, the drainage authority may apportion and assess an amount against all property and entities assessed for
benefits. The fund may not exceed 20 percent of the assessed benefits of the drainage system or $100,000, whichever is greater.

DRAFT



 
7. The drainage authority’s staff has investigated the current drainage system funds and made a recommendation for assessments, 

installment schedules, interest rates, and maintenance funds. 
 

ORDER 
 

Based on the foregoing Findings and the entire record of proceedings before the Nicollet County Board of Commissioners, the Board, acting 
as the drainage authority for all Nicollet County drainage systems, hereby adopts the following drainage system assessments, installment 
schedules, interest rates, and maintenance funds and direct certification thereof to the County Public Services office for collection: 

 

Ditch Amount to Levy Ditch Amount to Levy 
CD 4A $134,541.95 CD 59A $22,340.68 
CD 9A $22,392.48 CD 76A $62,297.23 
CD 13A $443,204.82 CD 77 $66,719.71 
CD 23 $17,828.30 CD 80 $16,643.00 
CD 27 $27,198.07 CD 82 $47,445.00 

CD 30A $55,638.02 CD 83 $16,890.10 
CD 32A $66,012.70 CD 84 $14,244.30 
CD 33A $111,052.51 CD 85 $45,579.30 
CD 38A $59,948.12 CD 87 $8,716.10 
CD 40A $26,009.55 CD 88 $9,306.15 
CD 48A $105,903.04 CD 92 $12,502.50 
CD 51A $13,084.14 TOTAL $1,405,497.77 

 
All assessments not paid by December 31, 2021 will be charged 4% interest and the following installment schedule will apply to your property 
tax bill starting in 2022: 

$500 & under 1 year assessment 
$501 - $1,000 2 year assessment 
$1,001 & over 3 year assessment 

 
CD86A Proposed Change Order Request 

At the October 12, 2021 Drainage Authority meeting, ISG presented a change order 
requested by the contractor, Lametti & Sons, Inc. This change order was identified as Serial 
Letter No. 3. The information below lists the remaining improvement benefits: 
 

07/10/2018 Remaining improvement benefits approved at the FER 
hearing 

 $291,699.21 

11/13/2018 Pump Change Design Public Hearing - Approved -$251,313.00 

05/11/2021 Change order for adding head wall to isolation gate: $25,190 
(Approved); all separable maintenance costs per ISG 

 

 Remaining Improvement Benefits:    $40,386.21 

  
There was discussion regarding the history of the pump selection. Lametti and Sons 
approached the Board and reiterated their position that they were unaware the KSB pump 
would create issues. 

There was no motion to approve the CD86A Proposed Change Order Request. The 
motion failed. 

 
Adjourn 
 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to adjourn 
the Drainage Authority Meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
Chair Morrow adjourned the meeting at 11:20 a.m. 
 

TERRY MORROW, CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

DRAFT



 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 

MANDY LANDKAMER 
CLERK TO THE BOARD 

DRAFT


