
 
 

 

 

 

Nicollet County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

 
April 26, 2022 

 

Nicollet County Government Center - 501 South Minnesota Avenue, St. Peter, MN  56082 
 

Commissioners: Marie Dranttel- Board Chair; Jack Kolars- Vice Chair; John Luepke; Terry Morrow; David Haack 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mission Statement 
Providing efficient services with 
innovation and accountability 

Vision Statement 
Setting the standard for providing 

superior and efficient county 
government services through 
leadership, accountability and 
innovation to a growing and 

diverse society. 
 

Leadership.  Efficiency.  Accountability.  
Innovation.  Integrity. 

 

9:00 a.m. Call Board of Commissioners Meeting to Order: Chair Dranttel 

1. Flag Pledge 

2. Silence Your Cell Phones 

3. Approval of Agenda 

 

 Consent Agenda 

1. Approval of April 12, 2022 Board Minutes 

2. Approval of April 19, 2022 Special Board Minutes 

3. 2021 Emergency Management Performance Grant 

4. 2022 North Mankato Library and Bookmobile Contracts 

5. Out of State Travel Request - Veterans Service Officers 

6. Approval of Bills 

  

 Public Appearances 

 

9:05 a.m. Finance 

1. 2022 Quarter One Donations  

 

9:10 a.m. Public Works 

 1. State Concrete Paving Award for Project SAP 052-613-021 

 

9:15 a.m. Public Services 

1. Resolution Appointing a County Assessor 

 

9:45 a.m. Health and Human Services 

1. Proclamation for May as National Mental Health Month 

2. Transition of Clubhouse Responsibilities 

3. Disposition of Vaccine Refrigerator 

 

10:10 a.m. Administration 

1. Nicollet County 2021 Year In Review Report 

2. Amendment to the 2022 Committee, Board Assignments, and Meetings that 

Qualify for a Per Diem Payment and Resolution 
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Innovation.  Integrity. 

10:25 a.m. County Attorney Update 

 Chair’s Report 

 Commissioner Committee Reports 

 Commissioners Meetings & Conferences 

 Approve Per Diems and Expenses 

 Adjourn Board of Commissioners Meeting 

 
 

10:30 a.m. Call Drainage Authority Meeting to Order: 

  

 Drainage Authority Agenda Items 

1. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of April 12, 2022 Drainage Authority Minutes 

 2. Adopt Findings for CD48A Repair Project 
  

 Adjourn Drainage Authority Meeting 

 
 
Notice of Scheduled Meetings 
The following is a notice of scheduled meetings. Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.04, this 
notice of meetings also serves as notice of regular and special meetings of the Nicollet County 
Board of Commissioners. Meetings with a quorum of Nicollet County Board of Commissioners 
expected to attend is noted with an asterisk (*).   
 
Questions or comments regarding any Nicollet County meeting and requests to 
participate in any meeting can be directed to Mandy Landkamer, Nicollet County 
Administrator, at 507-934-7074 or mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us. 
 
April 26 – Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
April 26 – Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
April 26 – Individual Department Head Meeting - Community Corrections, 10:00 a.m.; Nicollet County Board  
   Room, St. Peter * 
May 10 – Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
May 10 – Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
May 16 – Board of Adjustment and Appeals/Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting, 7 p.m.;  
   Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
May 17 – Individual Department Head Meeting - Sheriff, 8:15 a.m.; Nicollet County Board  
   Room, St. Peter * 
May 17 – County Board Workshop, 9:30 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter* 
May 24 – Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
May 24 – Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
May 26 – BNCH Executive Committee Meeting, 8:15 a.m.; 1900 Franklin St, New Ulm, MN* 
 
 
 



APRIL 12, 2022 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

The Nicollet County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, April 
12, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. Commissioners Marie Dranttel, John Luepke, Jack Kolars, and Terry 
Morrow were present. Also present were County Administrator Mandy Landkamer, County 
Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer, and Recording Secretary Sarah Frahm. 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve the 

agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  

Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve 

the consent agenda items as follows: 
1. March 22, 2022 Board Meeting Minutes;
2. Day Services Needs Determination
3. Amendment to the Section Corner Remonumentation Project Contract
4. Approval of the Commissioner Warrants as presented for the following amounts:

a. General Revenue Fund - $469,654.39;
b. Road & Bridge Fund - $121,018.65;
c. Human Services Fund $108,166.08;

5. Acknowledgement of the Auditor’s Warrant review.

 Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Public Appearances 
There were no public appearances. 

Property Services 
March 21, 2022 Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting 

Deputy Zoning Administrator, Spencer Crawford, appeared before the Board to request 
approval on two items from the March 21, 2022 Planning & Zoning Advisory Meeting:  

1.) Novel Anika Solar LLC – Large solar energy system conditional use permit. The Board 
approved staff’s recommended conditions and added the following condition: The 
applicant must maintain a bond of no less than their anticipated cost of 
decommissioning ($32, 617) plus 3.5% of this amount for each year of anticipated 
service (30 years), for a total of $66,864.85. 

Novel Anika Solar LLC PLN22-01 
Establish a large, 0.72 megawatt (720 kW) 

solar energy system on up to 1.5 acres of land. 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to accept the 
Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission’s March 21, 2022 report, recommendations, and 
findings as submitted therein. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
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2.) Jeffrey Leonard/L & W Farms Partnership, LLC – Registered Land Survey #78 
 

Jeffrey Leonard  PLN22-03 Registered Land Survey #78 

 
Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to accept the 

Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission’s March 21, 2022 report, recommendations, and 
findings as submitted therein. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 
Resolution to Adopt and Implement the Hawk Creek-Middle Minnesota Watershed 
Management Plan 

Assistant PPSD Director Otterness came before the Board to approve the resolution of 
the Haw Creek-Middle Minnesota Watershed Management Plan (1W1P). The 1W1P adoption 
and implementation plan was presented and discussed at the March 15, 2022 Board 
Workshop. Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to 
approve the resolution. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 
Human Resources 
2021 Continuous Improvement Award for Most Impactful Improvement 

Director Larson approached the Board to present the 2021 Continuous Improvement 
Awards to the Public Works and Facilities Departments. The departments began working 
together on equipment maintenance, which will now be done internally instead of using outside 
mechanics. This will save both time and money for Nicollet County.  
 
Administration 
City of Lafayette Congressionally Directed Spending Letter of Support 

Administrator Landkamer came before the Board to request consideration of the Letter 
of Support for the City of Lafayette. The City is pursuing the funding request to assist with 
Lafayette’s planned water treatment plant improvements. Motion by Commissioner Luepke and 
seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve the Letter of Support. Motion carried with all 
voting in favor. 
 
Attorney 
Proclamation for Crime Victims’ Rights Week 

County Attorney Zehnder Fischer approached the Board to share a proclamation to 
name the week of April 24-30, 2022 as Crime Victims’ Rights Week. Motion by Commissioner 
Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve the proclamation. Motion carried 
with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Commissioner Committee Reports 

The Commissioners reported on various meetings and activities, including:   
 
Commissioner Jack Kolars 

 Union negotiations 

 Class & compensation study 

 County Board 

 REDA 
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 Canvass 

 Board Workshop 

 Greater Mankato Growth 

 Traverse de Sioux 

 CHS 
 
Commissioner John Luepke 

 Highway 14 Meeting 

 Rural MN Energy Board 

 Brown County REA 

 BENCO Electric Meeting 

 Ditch Meeting in Gaylord 

 MN Historical Society 

 Regional Soil & Water Meeting in New Ulm 
 
Commissioner Terry Morrow 

 Tri-County Recycling meeting 

 BMEH Executive Board 

 Insurance Committee 

 Redistricting Open House 

 Broadband meeting 

 Compassionate Communities meeting 

 86A Ditch meeting 

 Hwy 169 meeting 
 
Approve Per Diems and Expenses 
 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve the 
expenses and per diems for the meetings noted above during the Commissioner Reports 
and/or as submitted on approved expense reports, and authorize payment of those expenses 
and per diems by the Finance Office. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
Adjourn 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to adjourn 
the meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. The meeting adjourned at 9:33 a.m. 
  
 
 
     ________________________________ 

     MARIE DRANTTEL, CHAIR 
                                                 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  
 
 
 
ATTEST: 

 
_________________________________ 
MANDY LANDKAMER,  
CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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APRIL 19, 2022 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

The Nicollet County Board of Commissioners met in special session on Tuesday, April 
19, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. Commissioners Marie Dranttel, John Luepke, Jack Kolars, and Terry 
Morrow were present. Also present were County Administrator Mandy Landkamer, County 
Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer, and Recording Secretary Sarah Frahm. 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve the 

agenda. 

Property and Public Services 
Nicollet County Commissioner Redistricting Plan 

Director Kopet presented to the Board the Nicollet County redistricting plan. Director 
Kopet explained the redistricting process, including the public hearings held.  Director Kopet 
presented three separate options for new district boundaries that were drawn to reflect 
population changes reflected in the 2020 United States’ Census. As a result of the redistricting, 
all five County Commissioners will stand for election in November 2022.  Director Kopet noted 
that the Board would need to establish an election cycle to comply with the term staggering 
requirements of county commissioner districts. 

The meeting was opened at 9:16 a.m. for public comment. No members of the public 
were in attendance and no feedback was received. 

After discussion of the district map options by the Board, Commissioner Morrow motioned 
for approval of the redistricting plan Option One (see attached). Commissioner Luepke 
seconded. The motion was approved, with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 

The election cycle for County Commissioners was discussed next. To achieve a 
staggered election cycle following redistricting, the Board needs to establish that two 
Commissioner seats need to be designated to stand for election in two years (2024) and 
thereafter stand for election every four years. Three Commissioner seats need to be designated 
to stand for election in four years (2026). Commissioner Morrow moved that District Two and 
District Four be designated to have a two-year term to achieve staggered election cycles and 
District One, District Three, and District Five be designed to have a four-year term. Thereafter, 
District Two and District Four would resume four-year terms. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Kolars. The motion was approved with all voting in favor on a roll call vote.  

Adjourn 
Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to adjourn the 

meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. The meeting adjourned at 9:28 a.m. 

  ________________________________ 
MARIE DRANTTEL, CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________ 
MANDY LANDKAMER, CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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APRIL 12, 2022 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

NICOLLET COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY

The Nicollet County Drainage Authority met in regular session on Tuesday, April 12, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m. with Chair Dranttel presiding. Commissioners John Luepke, Jack Kolars, 
and Terry Morrow were also present. Also present were County Administrator Mandy 
Landkamer, Property & Public Services Director Jaci Kopet, County Attorney Michelle 
Zehnder Fischer, and Recording Secretary Sarah Frahm. 

Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve 

the consent agenda items as follows: approval of the March 22, 2022 Drainage Authority 
minutes. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Continued Public Hearing for CD48A Ditch Repairs 
Chris Otterness, Project Engineer at Houston Engineering, provided an overview of the 

drainage issues occurring on CD48A and the recommended repair methods. He also 
described the equipment options that would be necessary to complete the work, as well as 
the cost estimates for each.  

Commissioner Kolars asked what the length of the bog was, and Mr. Otterness 
responded that it was 1,400 feet in length. It is a semi-boggy area with cattails and floating 
bog material. He stated it may take two days with an excavator to remove the material. Also, 
since regrowth is a concern, an herbicide could be used which would slow the regrowth down. 
Mr. Otterness stated that with the weir being a little over half a foot higher in elevation than 
the channel, cleaning it out will make an immediate difference. Commissioner Morrow asked if 
the “cookie cutter” equipment is rare, and Mr. Otterness responded that there are not many in 
this area, but they are much more common down by Louisiana in the bayou area. 

The public comment portioned was opened next, and Gene Dorn approached the 
Board. He had concerns about the frost heaving the top of the culvert and asked if extra dirt 
could be put on top of the culvert to keep it more stable over time. He also mentioned that the 
major concerns are downstream, and he would like to see herbicide used after the work is 
completed to cut down on the regrowth. He mentioned that dynamite was used in the past to 
clear out the channel, but Mr. Otterness responded that the DNR would most likely not 
approve that type of work any longer. 

Jerry Payne, another landowner on 48A, approached the Board to speak. He was in 
agreement that herbicide should be used after the project is completed so material doesn’t 
grow back too quickly. He also provided some photographs he had taken of the culvert area 
on his land. There were no other comments, and the public testimony portion was closed at 
10:47 a.m. 

Director Kopet approached the Board with additional questions. She asked to clarify 
whether the culvert would be replaced or lowered. Mr. Otterness replied that it would be 
replaced. She then asked whether the replacement expense would lie with the County or the 
DNR. Mr. Otterness replied that it would be a conversation to have with the County Attorney, 
as the culvert crosses the drainage system. He also stated that the cost estimate he provided 
includes the replacement cost of the culvert. Commissioner Luepke asked the residents 
present at the meeting if they would like to move forward with the project, and most raised 
their hands in agreement.  
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Commissioner Morrow made a motion to recommend moving forward with the 48A 

repair project, including both repair options, and communicating with the DNR on the project 
details. Commissioner Luepke seconded the motion, and it was carried with all voting in favor. 
 Commissioner Morrow then motioned for Nicollet County to enter into a contract with 
Houston Engineering to continue working on the next steps of the 48A project. Commissioner 
Luepke seconded the motion, and the motion was approved with all voting in favor. 
 
 
Adjourn 
 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to adjourn 
the Drainage Authority Meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
Chair Dranttel adjourned the meeting at 10:57 a.m. 

 

 

 

MARIE DRANTTEL, CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

MANDY LANDKAMER,  
CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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