
 

Board of Commissioners Agenda 

January 3, 2023 

Nicollet County Government Center Board Room    ●    501 South Minnesota Avenue, St. Peter, MN  56082 
 

Commissioners: Marie Dranttel- Board Chair; Jack Kolars- Vice Chair; John Luepke; Terry Morrow; David Haack 

 

 
 
 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Providing efficient 

services with innovation 

and accountability. 

Vision Statement 
 

Setting the standard for providing superior and efficient county 

government services through leadership, accountability  

and innovation to a growing and diverse society. 
 

Core Values 
 

Leadership. Integrity. 

Accountability. 

Efficiency. Innovation. 

Nicollet County Government Center   |   501 South Minnesota Avenue   |   St. Peter MN  56082 

 

8:30 a.m. Administer Oath of Office  

 

9:00 a.m. Call Board of Commissioners Meeting to Order: Chair  

  Election of Officers – 2023 Board of Commissioners 

a) Chair b)   Vice-Chair 

 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Silence Your Cell Phones 

3. Approval of Agenda 

 4. Approval of Consent Agenda: 

a. December 13, 2022 Board Minutes 

b. 2023 Solid Waste Collection and Transportation License Applicants 

c. CVSO Operational Enhancement Grant Program Resolution for FY 2023 

d. Resolution to Delegate EFT Authority 

e. Legal Services Contracts January 1, 2023 – December 31, 2023 

f. 2023 Brown County Evaluation Center, Inc. Purchase of Service Agreement 

g. 2023 North Mankato Library and Bookmobile Contracts 

h. Resolution Approving the Official Newspaper for Publications in 2023 

i. Publication of Transportation Advertisement Bids on the Nicollet County Website 

j. 2023 Gopher Bounty 

k. 2023 Board Meetings and Workshop Schedules 

l. Approval of Bills 

 5. Public Appearances 

 

9:05 a.m. 6. Health and Human Services 

  a. 2023 Health and Human Services: Execution of Contracts and Agreements 

  b. Community Resources of Southern Minnesota: Relocation Request 

 

9:15 a.m. 7. Public Works 

  a. CSAH 13 Concrete Overlay Project-National Concrete Pavement Award 

Presentation 

  b. Consider Adoption of Final Report for Lookout Drive/CSAH 13 Corridor Study 

  c. Consider MNDOT Agreement 1052224 & Resolution 

 

(Continued) 
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9:45 a.m. 8. Administration 

  a. Consideration of Community Supervision Workgroup New Funding Formula for 

Probation Resolution 

  b. Consideration of Termination of Lease Agreement with the MN Department of 

Human Services 

  c. Resolution Establishing the 2023 Committee and Board Assignments and 

Meetings that Qualify for a Per Diem Payment 

   

10:10 a.m. 9. Informational Items 

 10. County Attorney Update 

 11. Chair’s Report 

 12. Commissioner Committee Reports 

 13. Commissioner Meetings & Conferences 

 14. Approve Per Diems and Expenses 

 15. Adjourn Board of Commissioners Meeting 

 

 

10:15 a.m. Call Drainage Authority Meeting to Order: Chair Dranttel 

 1.  Approval of Agenda 

 2. Approval of Consent Agenda: 

 a. December 13, 2022 Drainage Authority Minutes 

 b. December 15, 2022 Special Drainage Minutes 

3. Public Appearances 

 

10:20 a.m. 4. Property and Public Services 

  a. Consider Order to Appoint Viewers for Redetermination Purpose to Various 

County Ditches 

 b. Consider Findings for Approved Redeterminations for Various Ditches 

 

10:35 a.m. 5. Adjourn Drainage Authority Meeting 
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Notice of Scheduled Meetings 

 

The following is a notice of scheduled meetings. Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.04, this notice of 
meetings also serves as notice of regular and special meetings of the Nicollet County Board of 
Commissioners. 
 
Questions or comments regarding any Nicollet County meeting and requests to participate in any 
meeting can be directed to Mandy Landkamer, Nicollet County Administrator, at 507-934-7074 or 
mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us. 
 
 
December 2022 

December 30 –   Special Closed Drainage Authority Meeting - 86A, 9:30 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 
 
January 2023 
January 2 –   Holiday; Nicollet County Offices Closed 
January 3 –   Elected Commissioner Swearing-In Ceremony; 8:30 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter, MN  
January 3 –   Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 
January 3 –   Drainage Authority Meeting, following adjournment of the BOC Meeting; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 
January 4 –   Personnel Committee Meeting, 1:00 p.m.; Nicollet Room, St. Peter 
January 12 – Land Use Training; 1:00-5:00 p.m.; HHS River Rooms, St. Peter 
January 17 – Individual Dept. Head Meeting (Facilities and Maintenance), 8:15 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 
January 17 – Board Workshop, 9:30 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 
January 20 – BNCH Board Meeting, 8:15 a.m.; 1900 Franklin St, New Ulm, MN 
January 23 – Personnel Committee – Closed Meeting, 2-4 p.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 
January 23 – Board of Adjustment & Appeals/Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission, 7 p.m.; Nicollet County Board Room,  
 St. Peter 
January 24 – Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 
January 24 – Drainage Authority Meeting, following adjournment of the BOC Meeting; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 
January 23 – Personnel Committee – Closed Meeting, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 
January 25 - 27 – Newly Elected Officials Conference; InterContinental Hotel, St. Paul, MN 

mailto:mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us


DECEMBER 13, 2022 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

The Nicollet County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, December 
13, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. Commissioners Marie Dranttel, Jack Kolars, Terry Morrow, John Luepke, 
and David Haack were present. Also present were County Administrator Mandy Landkamer, County 
Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer and Recording Secretary Sarah Frahm. 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Haack and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve the 

agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Haack to approve the 

consent agenda items as follows: 
1. November 22, 2022 Board Meeting Minutes;
2. December 1, 2022 Budget and Tax Levy Minutes;
3. End of Probations for:

 Thomas Mueller, Child Protection Social Worker, effective December 1, 2022;
4. Welfare Fraud Cooperative Agreement for the period 01/01/2023 – 12/31/2024
5. Acknowledgement of the Auditor’s Warrants and approval of the Commissioner Warrants

as presented for the following amounts:
a. General Revenue Fund - $168,841.90;
b. Road & Bridge Fund - $45,079.12;
c. Human Services Fund - $230,129.25

Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Public Appearances: 
There were no public appearances. 

Property and Public Services 
November 21, 2022 Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting 

Property Services Manager Loria Rebuffoni came before the Board to request 
consideration of the following conditional use permit request and findings of fact from the 
November 21, 2022 Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting: 

1.) 

Motion by Commissioner Haack and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to accept the 
Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission’s November 21, 2022 report, recommendations, and 
findings as submitted therein. Motion passed with all voting in favor. 

BENCO Electric Cooperative/ 
Frost-Benco-Wells Electric 

PLN22-18 
Conditional use permit for the 

expansion of an electrical substation 
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AgBMP LowInterest Loan Project – Septic Lien 
 Property Services Manager Loria Rebuffoni requested approval to attach special 
assessments to multiple parcels that have utilized the AgBMP loan program for septic activities: 
 

PARCEL # ACTUAL COST LIEN DATE REPAYMENT TERM INTEREST RATE 

02.010.0400 $18,000.00 07/19/2022 10 years 3% 

01.010.0300 $17,853.00 10/11/2022 10 years 3% 

06.109.0500 $10,800.00 10/17/2022 10 years 3% 

06.108.1400 $18,906.00 10/20/2022 10 years 3% 

10.303.0610 $9,375.00 10/27/2022 10 years 3% 

10.133.0300 $20,999.00 11/21/2022 10 years 3% 

 
Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve the 

resolution authorizing the placement of liens on the above listed parcels. Motion carried with all 
voting in favor. 
 
Human Resources 
Remote Work and Telecommuting Program Policy 

Director Larson provided an overview of the finalized Remote Work and Telecommuting 
Program policy. Remote work and telecommuting options will be available to staff on a case-by-
case basis only when it would have either neutral or positive effects on customer service.  

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Haack to approve the 
Remote Work and Telecommuting Policy. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Finance 
Resolution for Committing Funds for Health Insurance 
 Finance Director McCormick came before the Board to provide information regarding health 
insurance fund reserves. When Nicollet County entered into a joint powers agreement with SCSC, 
the current rates were to be kept in place for the next three years. The savings throughout the three 
years would be placed in a reserve savings to cover future cost increases. 

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve the 
resolution to commit funds on the 2022 Nicollet County Financial Statement, to be spent on future 
health insurance options. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
 
Public Works 
Consider Final Payment for Project CP 15-22 
 Public Works Director Greenwood came before the Board to request the final payment to the 
contractor, PciRoads, LLC, for their work on the CSAH 15 FEMA culvert repairs. Since the project 
was completed in such a short time period, there was only one payment needed. 

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to accept project 
CP 15-22 as complete and approve the final payment of $138,510.00 to PciRoads, LLC. Motion 
carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Administration 
2023 Levy Resolution 

Motion by Commissioner Haack and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve the 
resolution setting the 2023 Nicollet County Levy at $25,518,834.00, which is an increase of 5.2% 
from the previous year. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
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2023 Budget Resolution 
Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve the 

resolution setting the 2023 Nicollet County Budget at $50,627,929.00. Motion carried with all voting 
in favor on a roll call vote. 
 
2023 Elected Officials Compensation and Per Diem Resolution 

Motion by Commissioner Haack and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve the 
resolution identifying a 2.5% wage increase for the County Commissioners, salaries for the Sheriff 
and County Attorney, and setting the per diem rate of $70/day. Motion carried with all voting in favor 
on a roll call vote. 
 
Audit Assessment of Information Technology Systems Agreement 
 County Administrator Landkamer came before the Board to ask for approval of the Audit 
Assessment of IT Systems Agreement between Nicollet County and Marco Technologies. The 
agreement will allow Marco to conduct an independent assessment of the County’s technology 
operations.  

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve the 
Audit Assessment Agreement between Nicollet County and Marco Technologies. Motion carried 
with all voting in favor. 
 
At 9:40, Chair Dranttel motioned for a recess. The meeting reconvened at 10:00 for the 2023 Fee 
Schedule Public Hearing. 
 
2023 Fee Schedule Public Hearing and Resolution 

County Administrator Landkamer came before the Board to provide an overview of the 
proposed changes to the Fee Schedule. No comments were made during the public comment 
portion, and the Public Hearing was closed.  

Motion by Commissioner Haack and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve the 
proposed Fee Schedule changes and resolution for an implementation date of January 1, 2023. 
Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote. 
 
County Attorney 
 Attorney Zehnder Fischer shared that it’s been a busy time, with end of the year projects 
wrapping up. She had the opportunity to participate in an enjoyable Lighthouse event and spoke to 
the Boy Scouts last evening about their constitutional obligations as citizens. She also shared that 
she was named President of the MN Attorney’s Association and is looking forward to serving in that 
capacity in 2023. 
 
Chair’s Report 

 Budget and Tax Levy Meeting 

 Personnel Committee 

 1W1P 

 Ditch Meetings 
 
Commissioner Committee Reports 

The Commissioners reported on various meetings and activities, including:   
 
Commissioner David Haack 

 Budget and Tax Levy Meeting 
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 MRCI 

 HRA Board Meeting 
 
Commissioner John Luepke 

 NA 
 

Commissioner Terry Morrow 

 Budget and Tax Levy Meeting 

 Nicollet County Township Meetings 

 Ditch Meetings 
 

Commissioner Jack Kolars 

 Immtrack Meeting 

 AMC Transportation Meeting 

 Budget & Tax Levy Meeting 

 CHS Personnel Committee 

 AMC Annual Meeting 

 Union Negotiations/Personnel Committee 

 Connecting Nicollet County (CNC) 

 County Board 
 
 

Approve Per Diems and Expenses 
 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve the 
expenses and per diems for the meetings noted above during the Commissioner Reports and/or as 
submitted on approved expense reports, and authorize payment of those expenses and per diems 
by the Finance Office. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
 
Adjourn 

Motion by Commissioner Haack and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to adjourn the 
meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. The meeting adjourned at 10:07 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

      _______________________________________ 
      MARIE DRANTTEL, CHAIR 
                                                  BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

 
 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
MANDY LANDKAMER, CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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DECEMBER 13, 2022 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

NICOLLET COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY

The Nicollet County Drainage Authority met in regular session on Tuesday, December 

13, 2022 after the adjournment of the regular Board of Commissioners meeting. 

Commissioners Marie Dranttel, Jack Kolars, Terry Morrow, John Luepke and David Haack 

were present. Also present were County Administrator Mandy Landkamer, County Attorney 

Michelle Zehnder Fischer, and Recording Secretary Sarah Frahm. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve 

the agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Consent Agenda 

Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve 

the consent agenda items as follows: 

1. November 22, 2022 Drainage Authority Minutes

Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Public Appearances 

There were no public appearances related to the regular Drainage Authority meeting. 

Property and Public Services 

Consider Findings for Approved Redeterminations for CD35A, CD65, and CD75 

Director Kopet approached the Board to recommend approval of the findings for CD35A, 

CD65, and CD75. The redeterminations for each ditch system were approved at the November 

22, 2022 Board meeting. 

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve the 

findings of the redetermination of benefits for CD35A. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve 

the findings of the redetermination of benefits for CD65A. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve 

the findings of the redetermination of benefits for CD75A. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Chair Dranttel called for a recess of the Drainage meeting at 10:14 a.m. The meeting was called 

back to order at 10:30 a.m. for the Public Hearing. 

Final Public Hearing for Redeterminations for CD8A, CD39, CD47, CD78, CD78 L2 B4, 

CD82, CD84, and Recessed CD71 

Mark Behrends approached the Board to present his report on the following ditches: 
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CD8A was established in 1967 and covers 969.75 total acres. The total easement damages 

equal $40,084 and the total benefits equal $752,514 over 25 years. The public commenting 

period was opened and no comments were received. 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve 

the CD8A redetermination benefits. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Haack to direct the 

Public Services Manager to prepare the findings and order to be submitted at the next 

Drainage Authority meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

 

CD39: was established in 1945 and covers 328.29 total acres. The total easement damages 

equal $21,952.00 and the total benefits equal $427,910 over 25 years. The public commenting 

period was opened and no comments were received. 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve 

the CD39 redetermination benefits. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to direct the 

Public Services Manager to prepare the findings and order to be submitted at the next 

Drainage Authority meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

 

CD47A: was established in 1952 and covers 4,130.32 total acres. The total easement 

damages equal $252,654 and the total benefits equal $3,697,796 over 25 years. The public 

commenting period was opened and no comments were received. 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve 

the CD47A redetermination benefits. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to direct the 

Public Services Manager to prepare the findings and order to be submitted at the next 

Drainage Authority meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

 

CD78: was established in 1968 and covers 9,735 total acres. The total easement damages 

equal $549,255.00 and the total benefits equal $8,070,359.00 over 25 years. The public 

commenting period was opened and Attorney Peter Anthony approached the Board to 

question the value per acre used to determine the buffer payment. He asked that the Board 

look into the number used and if it was the most current price for the value of the land. The 

public commenting period was closed and there was a discussion among the Board members. 

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve 

the CD78 redetermination benefits. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to direct the 

Public Services Manager to prepare the findings and order to be submitted at the next 

Drainage Authority meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

 

CD78 L2 B4: was established in 1963 and covers 750 total acres. The total easement 

damages equal $54,198 and the total benefits equal $730,868 over 25 years. The public 

commenting period was opened and no comments were received. 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve 

the CD78 L2 B4 redetermination benefits. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to direct the 

Public Services Manager to prepare the findings and order to be submitted at the next 

Drainage Authority meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
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CD82: was established in 1966 and covers 2,347.96 total acres. The total easement damages 

equal $95,373 and the total benefits equal $1,079,341 over 25 years. The public commenting 

period was opened and no comments were received. 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve 

the CD82 redetermination benefits. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to direct the 

Public Services Manager to prepare the findings and order to be submitted at the next 

Drainage Authority meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

 

CD84: was established in 1964 and covers 705 total acres. The total benefits equal $433,591 

over 25 years. The public commenting period was opened and no comments were received. 

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve 

the CD84 redetermination benefits. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to direct the 

Public Services Manager to prepare the findings and order to be submitted at the next 

Drainage Authority meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

 

CD71: was established in 1921 and covers 2,200 total acres. The total easement damages 

equal $79,288 and the total benefits equal $1,498,353 over 25 years. Peter Anthony 

approached the Board to comment about the buffer payment. As a policy in the future, perhaps 

it would be appropriate to use the assessor values from the time of the viewing. The public 

commenting period was then closed. 

Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve 

the CD71 redetermination benefits. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to direct the 

Public Services Manager to prepare the findings and order to be submitted at the next 

Drainage Authority meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

 

 

Adjourn 

 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to adjourn 

the Drainage Authority Meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  

 

Commissioner Dranttel adjourned the meeting at 11:26 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

MARIE DRANTTEL, CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

MANDY LANDKAMER,  
CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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DECEMBER 15, 2022 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

NICOLLET COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY

The Nicollet County Drainage Authority met in special session on Tuesday, December 
15, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. with Chair Marie Dranttel presiding and Commissioners Morrow, Kolars, 
Luepke and Haack present. Also present were County Administrator Mandy Landkamer, 
County Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer, and Recording Secretary Sarah Frahm. 

Closed Meeting 

County Ditch 86A Improvement Project 

At 9:01 a.m. Commissioner Kolars motioned and Commissioner Haack seconded to 
move into a closed session of the Drainage Authority, as permitted under Minnesota Statute 
§13D.05, Subdivision 3(b), to discuss potential litigation and legal strategy regarding
mediation involving Nicollet County Ditch 86A. Individuals attending the closed meeting were:
Commissioners Marie Dranttel, Terry Morrow, Jack Kolars, and David Haack; County
Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer; County Administrator Mandy Landkamer, County
Engineer Seth Greenwood; Ditch Inspector Nate Henry, Property and Public Services
Manager Jaci Kopet and Attorney Roger Justin.

Adjourn 

The meeting was brought back into open session at 10:47 a.m. Motion by 
Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Haack to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion carried with all voting in favor. The meeting adjourned at 10:48 a.m. 

MARIE DRANTTEL, CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

ATTEST: 

MANDY LANDKAMER,  
CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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