
   

Board of Commissioners Agenda 

May 9, 2023 

Nicollet County Government Center Board Room    ●    501 South Minnesota Avenue, St. Peter, MN 56082 
 

Commissioners: Jack Kolars - Board Chair; Terry Morrow - Vice Chair; Marie Dranttel; Mark Dehen; Kurt Zins 

 
 
 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Providing efficient 

services with innovation 

and accountability. 

Vision Statement 
 

Setting the standard for providing superior and efficient county 

government services through leadership, accountability and 

innovation to a growing and diverse society. 
 

Core Values 
 

Leadership. Integrity. 

Accountability. 

Efficiency. Innovation. 

Nicollet County Government Center | 501 S. Minnesota Avenue | St. Peter, MN  56082 | P: (507) 934-6800 | co.nicollet.mn.us 
 

9:00 a.m. Call Board of Commissioners Meeting to Order: Chair  
1. Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Silence Your Cell Phones 
3. Approval of Agenda 

 4. Approval of Consent Agenda: 
a. April 25, 2023 Board Minutes 
b. End of Probations 
c. Out of State Travel Request: National Association of County Veterans Service 

Officers Training 
d. Out of State Travel Request: PPSD Annual Amplify Conference 
e.  Approval of Bills 

 5. Public Appearances 
 
9:05 a.m. 6. Health and Human Services 
  a. May as Mental Health Month Proclamation 
  b. Collaborative Safety Overview 
 
9:55 a.m. 7. Human Resources 
  a. Utilization of Paid Leave During a Public Health Emergency Policy 
 
10:00 a.m. 8. County Attorney Update 
 9. Chair’s Report 
 10. Commissioner Committee Reports, Meetings & Conferences 
 11. Approve Per Diems and Expenses 
 12. Adjourn Board of Commissioners Meeting 
 
10:05 a.m. Call Drainage Authority Meeting to Order: Chair 
 1.  Approval of Agenda 
 2. Approval of Consent Agenda: 

 a. April 25, 2023 Drainage Authority Minutes 
3. Public Appearances 

 
10:10 a.m. 4. Public Services 
  a. Consider Findings for Acceptance of Selly Excavating Inc. for CD86A 

Improvement 

https://www.co.nicollet.mn.us/
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10:15 a.m. 5. Adjourn Drainage Authority Meeting 
 
 

Notice of Scheduled Meetings 
The following is a notice of scheduled meetings. Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.04, this notice of 
meetings also serves as notice of regular and special meetings of the Nicollet County Board of 
Commissioners. 
 
Questions or comments regarding any Nicollet County meeting and requests to participate in any 
meeting can be directed to Mandy Landkamer, Nicollet County Administrator, at 507-934-7074 or 
mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us. 
 
 
May 9 –   Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 
May 9 –   Drainage Authority Meeting, following adjournment of the BOC Meeting; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 
May 15 – Board of Adjustment & Appeals/Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission, 7 p.m.; Nicollet Co. Board Room, St. Peter 
May 16 – Individual Dept. Head Meeting (Office of Technologies), 8:15 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 
May 16 – Board Workshop, 9:30 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 
May 17 – Board Workshop – Income Maintenance Programs (Benefits Application), 1 – 4 p.m.; Nicollet County HHS, St. Peter 
May 22 – Greater Mankato Inclusivity Study Launch, 7:30 – 9:30 a.m.; Mayo Clinic Health System Event Center, Mankato 
May 23 – Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 
May 23 – Drainage Authority Meeting, following adjournment of the BOC Meeting; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter 

https://www.co.nicollet.mn.us/
mailto:mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us


APRIL 25, 2023 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

The Nicollet County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, April 25, 
2023, at 9:00 a.m. Commissioners Jack Kolars, Terry Morrow, Marie Dranttel, Mark Dehen, and 
Kurt Zins were present. Also present were County Administrator Mandy Landkamer, County 
Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer and Recording Secretary Sarah Frahm. 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Dehen and seconded by Commissioner Zins to approve the 

agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 

Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Dehen to approve the 

consent agenda items as follows: 
1. April 11, 2023 Board Meeting Minutes;
2. End of Probations
3. Approval of Bills
4. Acknowledgement of the Auditor’s Warrants and approval of the Commissioner Warrants

as presented for the following amounts:
a. General Revenue Fund - $241,051.06;
b. Road & Bridge Fund - $98,309.26;
c. Human Services Fund - $226,772.73;

Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 

Public Appearances: 
There were no public appearances. 

Finance 
Quarter One 2023 Donations 

Director McCormick appeared before the Board to request approval of the following Quarter 
One 2023 donations: 

FROM WHOM  AMOUNT PURPOSE 
Various Donations $   366.00 Van Services 

N Mankato American Legion #518 $   500.00 Van Services 

Le Sueur Co. Sheriff’s Youth Project (SYP) $   500.00 Community Corrections 

Various Donations    $   315.00 Loan Closet 

Total: $1,681.00 

Motion by Commissioner Dehen and seconded by Commissioner Zins to approve the 
Resolution for the Acceptance of Donations as presented. Motion carried with all voting in favor 
on a roll call vote. 
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Nicollet County Board Meeting Minutes 
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Health and Human Services 
Community Education and Prevention Services 

Director Sassenberg shared information on the Minnesota Opioid Memorandum of 
Agreement. Plans are being developed for Health and Human services to provide eight hours 
per week of education and prevention services split between the St. Peter High School and Rock 
Bend Alternative Learning Center. 

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to approve the 
Memorandum of Understanding with the St. Peter School District. Motion carried with all voting 
in favor on a roll call vote. 
 
SHIP Grant for Lighthouse on Marshall 

Nicollet County’s Lighthouse on Marshall was awarded a grant from the Statewide Health 
Improvement Partnership (SHIP) for the purchase of a water fountain that can fill water bottles, 
as well as the purchase of community gardening beds and tools. 

Motion by Commissioner Dehen and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to accept the 
SHIP grant and authorize Director Sassenberg to sign the partner agreement. Motion passed 
with all voting in favor. 
 
 
Administration 
Nicollet County 2022 Year in Review 

Administrator Landkamer came before the Board to share the Nicollet County 2022 Year 
in Review. The report highlights a variety of County projects that were completed in 2022. The full 
Year in Review is available on the Nicollet County website for further reading. 
 
 
Human Resources 
Non-Licensed Union Contract for 2023-2024 

At 9:20 a.m., the Board moved to a closed session to discuss the Non-Licensed Union 
Contract for 2023-2024. In attendance were Commissioners Kolars, Morrow, Dranttel, Dehen, 
and Zins. Also in attendance were Human Resources Director Larson, County Attorney Michelle 
Zehnder Fischer, and County Administrator Landkamer. The meeting was reopened at 9:40 a.m.  

Motion by Commissioner Dranttel and seconded by Commissioner Dehen to approve the 
Non-Licensed Union Contract for 2023-2024. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call 
vote. 
 
 
County Attorney Information: 

Attorney Zehnder Fischer shared updates on the Attorney’s Office. Staff are currently 
training in on the new record management software. Bonnie Petersen, Victim/Witness 
Coordinator, recently attended Project Community Connect to share information on fraud 
prevention and driver’s license reinstatement. Attorney Zehnder Fischer and Ms. Petersen also 
spoke with around 50-60 people at the Senior Expo event on April 20. They shared information 
on fraud as well as collected used eyeglasses on behalf of the Lions Club. A fraud presentation 
is also being planned in cooperation with the St. Peter Police Department, as they expect to see 
an uptick in criminal activity with the warmer weather. 

 
Chair’s Report 

 Township meeting 
 Board Workshop 
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 Traverse de Sioux (TdS) Finance 
 Collective Bargaining meeting 
 Board Workshop 

 
Commissioner Committee Reports: 
 
Commissioner Marie Dranttel 

 Board Workshop 
 VINE tech meeting 
 Region 9 Commission meeting 
 Personnel Committee 

 
Commissioner Terry Morrow 

 Board Workshop 
 Township meeting 
 Hwy 169 Coalition 

 
Commissioner Mark Dehen 

 Board Workshop 
 Township meeting 
 Greater Mankato Growth 

 
Commissioner Kurt Zins 

 Board Workshop 
 Township meeting 

 
Approve Per Diems and Expenses 
 Motion by Commissioner Dehen and seconded by Commissioner Zins to approve the 
expenses and per diems for the meetings noted above during the Commissioner Reports and/or 
as submitted on approved expense reports, and authorize payment of those expenses and per 
diems by the Finance Office. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Adjourn 

Chair Kolars adjourned the meeting at 9:48 a.m. 
 
 

      ___________________________________ 
      JACK KOLARS, CHAIR 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
MANDY LANDKAMER, CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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Nicollet County Board of Commissioners 
Board Meeting Agenda Item 

NICOLLET �11 
cou NTY EST.1853 

11 1 

Agenda Item:  

May as Mental Health Month Proclamation 

Primary Originating Division/Dept.: Health and Human Services 

Contact: C. Sassenberg Title: HHS Director 

Amount of Time Requested: 15 minutes 

Meeting Date: 05/09/2023 

Item Type: 
(Select One) Regular Agenda

Presenter: J. Luke/C.Sassenberg Title: Clubhouse Member/HHS Director Attachments: 0 Yes O No 

County Strategy: 
(Select one) Programs and Services - deliver value-added quality services 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION: 

Mental health is essential to overall physical health and emotional well-being. There is a need to recognize that mental illness affects the lives 
of many of our citizens and residents of all ages and sectors. Annually, Nicollet County observes Mental Health Month in May by offering 
information and educational activities to increase awareness and acceptance. 

Jeff Luke, a member of the Lighthouse on Marshall, will read the May as Mental Health Month Proclamation which includes mental health 
statistics from the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI). Cassie Sassenberg, HHS Director, will provide updates on Nicollet County 
Health and Human Services' current work as it relates to mental health. 

Supporting Documents: 0 Attached 0 In Signature Folder 

Prior Board Action Taken on this Agenda Item: 0 Yes 0 No 

If "yes", when? (provide year; mm/dd/yy if known) Annually (4-26-22) 

Approved by County Attorney's Office: 0 Yes 0 No 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Approval of the Proclamation for May as Mental Health Month 

FISCAL IMPACT: Other 
(Select One) 

If "Other", specify: 

FTE IMPACT: No FTE change 
(Select One) 

If "Increase or "Decrease," specify: 

Related Financial/FTE Comments: 

FUNDING 
County Dollars = 

Other 

(Select One) 

Total: 

0 None 

0 N/A 







Nicollet County Board of Commissioners 
Board Meeting Agenda Item 

NICOLLET _ ... •t 
COUNTYesT.1853 

11 1 

_ 

Agenda Item: 

Utilization of Paid Leave During a Public Health Emergency Policy 

Primary Originating Division/Dept.: Human Resources 

Contact: Kristy Larson

Amount of Time Requested 5 

Presenter: Kristy Larson

Title: HR Director

minutes 

Title: HR Director

Meeting Date: 05/09/23 

Item Type: 
(Select One) Regular Agenda 

Attachments: 0 Yes O No 

County strategy: Collaborative Workplace - sustain the core values of our culture
(Select One) 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION: 

During the most intense time of the COVID-19 pandemic, Nicollet County activated a policy regarding utilization of paid leave 
during a Public Health Emergency. This policy allowed employees to borrow sick leave if they needed to be away from work 
for reasons related to the Public Health Emergency, but did not have enough accrued paid leave available. This borrowed 
leave is to be forgiven over time for employees who used it and continue to serve the County. 

The Public Health Emergency has been declared over. On May 11, the Public Health Emergency will be declared over on a 
national level. 

Supporting Documents: 0 Attached 

Prior Board Action Taken on this Agenda Item: 

If "yes", when? (provide year; mm/dd/yy if known) 

Approved by County Attorney's Office: 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

0 In Signature Folder 

0 Yes 0 No 

0 Yes 0 No 

0 None 

0 N/A 

We are letting the Board know that the County Administrator intends to deactivate the 
Utilization of Paid Leave durinQ a Public Health EmerQency, effective May 11, 2023. a 

FISCAL IMPACT: Included in current budget 
(Select One) 

If "Other", specify 

FTE IMPACT: No FTE change 
(Select One) 
If "Increase or "Decrease" specify: 

Related Financial/FTE Comments: 

FUNDING 
County Dollars = 

Grant 
(Select One) 

Total 







APRIL 25, 2023 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

NICOLLET COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY

The Nicollet County Drainage Authority met in regular session on Tuesday, April 25, 
2023 after the adjournment of the regular Board of Commissioners meeting. Commissioners 
Jack Kolars, Terry Morrow, Marie Dranttel, Mark Dehen, and Kurt Zins were present. Also 
present were County Administrator Mandy Landkamer, County Attorney Michelle Zehnder 
Fischer and Recording Secretary Sarah Frahm. 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Zins to approve the 

agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Zins to approve the 

consent agenda items as follows: 
1. April 11, 2023 Regular Drainage Minutes

Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Public Appearances 
Tim Waibel of Courtland came forward with concerns related to CD86A. He observed 

leaking of the overflow pipe, leakage into the main electrical building, and leaking of the shut-
off gate. These leakage issues create safety concerns as well as potential freezing of the 
pipes over the winter. Another concern is the high power draw of the pumps, which blew out 
three fuses after a few minutes of running at the same time. 

Next, Lynn Fluegge of Courtland approached the Board. He would like to see the 
Lametti pumps taken out and replaced with the pumps the farmers originally wanted. Also, the 
ditch cleaning has not yet been addressed and is something that will need to be taken care of 
as soon as possible. He also echoed Mr. Waibel’s concerns about the shut-off valve leakage 
and would like to see that issue addressed. 

Jeff Brandes of Courtland came forward next. He attended meetings with ISG and they 
recommended a cleaner to clean out the grate, but no installation plans are currently in place. 
Mr. Brandes shared that a landowner recently attempted to clean the grate out using a hand 
rake, but it is a safety concern due to the ice buildup and potential for slipping. He believes 
that ISG should be held accountable for the project issues that are occurring. 

Ken Fluegge, another landowner, came forward to voice similar concerns. He stated 
the whole project was a mess and felt that the landowners are ultimately paying the price for 
ISG’s mistakes.  

Before moving into the Public Hearing, Commissioner Morrow asked that the 
Commissioners consider holding a closed meeting at a later with an Attorney regarding the 
CD86A issues brought forward. 
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Public Works 
Public Hearing for the CD86A Selly Excavating Contract Acceptance 

 At 10:00, Ditch Inspector Nathan Henry came forward to ask for final acceptance of the 
Selly Excavating contract. He noted that the CD86A improvement project as a whole will stay 
open and the Public Hearing was related only to closing out the contract with Selly 
Excavating, who completed the tile work on the project. 
 Jacob Rischmiller, Project Engineer at ISG, came forward to present information on the 
tile work completed by Selly Excavating. The work began in May of 2021 and was completed 
in July of 2021 in the Swan Lake watershed area. No issues were found in their work after the 
compliance inspection was performed, and there was a deduction for 3.2 acres of crop 
damage that occurred. ISG is recommending final payment to Selly Contracting in the amount 
of $2,794.14. No public comments were received during the public comment portion. 

Motion by Commissioner Dehen and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to accept 
the final acceptance report presented by ISG and to direct the PPSD Director to prepare 
findings for approval at the next drainage authority meeting. The motion was approved with 
all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 

 
 
Adjourn   

Chair Kolars adjourned the meeting at 10:21a.m. 
 
 
 

JACK KOLARS, CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
MANDY LANDKAMER, CLERK TO THE BOARD DRAFT
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